
How to use this document: 

For the past few months, Social Capital Partnerships has been working closely with SOI to develop a master case for support for the organization.  The resulting case lays out Special Olympics’ value proposition to the world, and can be used as the basis for philanthropic requests from corporations, foundations, individuals and governments.  The master case for support is a living document, designed to be updated as the organization evolves.  It is not meant to be printed in its entirety but rather customized according to the audience and need.  The language, facts and figures contained in the case can be borrowed and placed into proposals, speeches, brochures and many other documents.  

We believe that the master case for support can be a useful tool for a decentralized organization like Special Olympics, both to communicate using one voice and to show that every local program is part of a broader global movement. The attached version of the master case for support was designed as a template for customization by country or geographic area.  It contains guidance for fitting Program-specific facts, figures, history and quotes into the most up-to-date positioning of the Special Olympics movement. 
Introduction
Consider the basketball. Left alone on flat ground, it is still. It is just a basketball. 
Now put the basketball in the hands of a Special Olympics athlete. What happens next is much more than basketball. 

She throws the basketball through the hoop and feels joy.

Her family cheers with pride. 

Non-disabled spectators start to see her a little differently, perhaps re-considering how they view people with intellectual disabilities.

Little by little, the world changes. The sport is the medium, but the real power lies within the Special Olympics experience and all the people it touches.  

Special Olympics is a global organization that uses sports as a catalyst to change society’s perceptions and treatment of people with intellectual disabilities. This world-changing mission has been at the heart of Special Olympics since the First International Summer Games in July 1968. There, through the vision of Eunice Kennedy Shriver, athletes with intellectual disabilities commanded the spotlight at Soldier Field in Chicago, Illinois. For the first time, the world witnessed the dedication, dignity and worth of a people who had long been invisible. The world has never been the same since.  
[Brief history of National Program, including date of inception, number of athletes served, and statement of impact]

Special Olympics [National Program name] is part of a larger movement that has improved the lives of millions of people, and along the way has grown into one of the world’s most powerful and effective social movements. Today, Special Olympics is more than an event: It is a lifetime experience encompassing year-round sports competition, health, education and inclusion opportunities. Today’s Special Olympics is not just for “them,” it is for all of us. 
From Special Olympics, the world sees a new way of thinking, feeling and acting. In the moments of the Special Olympics experience, the athlete changes from a person of diminished value to a champion. And in these moments of transformation, everyone else is changed too. We are more open, joyful, tolerant and accepting. Ultimately, these are the traits that can help create a better world for us all. 

The Challenge 
The days when people with intellectual disabilities in [country where donor or company is located] and other parts of the world were shuttered away in institutions seem long ago. Yet, people with intellectual disabilities are still among the most vulnerable populations in the world.  They are less likely to be employed and more likely to be victims of violence and abuse than the general population
. They experience poorer health and have trouble finding and paying for quality health care.
 
[OPTIONAL PARAGRAPH]  In some countries, people with intellectual disabilities are still institutionalized – sometimes under horrific conditions. A 2005 investigation in Romania, for example, found children in some institutions emaciated, many tied to their beds unable to move. Other children were found rolled up in bed sheets, some even lying in their own excrement.
 Sadly, we know that terrible conditions also persist in many other places.
[If applicable, list country-specific details about treatment of people with ID, such as attitude studies, state of social services, budget cuts affecting this population, etc. In other words, what is the problem that you are trying to fix?]
While the situation seems less dramatic in more developed countries, individuals with intellectual disabilities still struggle to gain independence, acceptance and inclusion into societies that have low expectations for what they can achieve.  Children with intellectual disabilities face even greater challenges, in general isolated and rejected socially by their peers. Most young people say that they would not spend time with someone with intellectual disabilities outside of school, and only 10 percent of young people in the United States report having a friend with an intellectual disability.
 
In the face of these challenges, Special Olympics has created a global platform through sports to communicate the dignity and value of people with intellectual disabilities. In doing so, we have catalyzed a community in [state] and beyond of an estimated 21 million people without intellectual disabilities who have taken a stand for dignity, acceptance and the human race.  This growing community recognizes that ultimately, Special Olympics is about fighting the misunderstanding and maltreatment of any one particular population – a cause that is relevant to all humankind.


Intellectual Disability Defined
Intellectual disability (ID) is characterized by a significant cognitive impairment combined with limitations in the adaptive skills needed to live, work and play in the community. Intellectual disability can be caused by genetics, such as Down syndrome, or prenatal complications such as fetal alcohol syndrome. Intellectual disability can also occur in children on the autism spectrum. The most common form of intellectual disability is of unknown cause. Most individuals with intellectual disabilities – 85 percent – are only mildly impaired.
  

Intellectual disability knows no boundaries. The genetic forms of intellectual disabilities cut across the lines of racial, ethnic, educational, social and economic backgrounds. More mild forms of intellectual disability are found in socially and economically impoverished areas. Approximately 2 percent of the global population – or almost 200 million people – have intellectual disabilities, making it one of the largest disability populations in the world.
  
What We Do: Foster Healthy Competition & Healthy Athletes

Sports: At the Core of Special Olympics 
Special Olympics sports are transformative experiences that bring out pride, courage and joy in athletes – while inviting families and entire communities to join in the celebration. The Special Olympics sports experience has always been rooted in a radical notion:  That every person has the capacity to be an Olympian, and that human greatness is defined more by the spirit than the body. 
Sports are at the heart of Special Olympics because they are universal. Sports are understood and celebrated by all people, regardless of race, nationality, gender, economic level, religion and— thanks in large part to Special Olympics—intellectual ability. Athletes with and without intellectual disabilities compete according to the same rules and have the same motivations, the same goals, and reap the same benefits.

[Insert quote from athlete about the impact of Special Olympics sports on his/her life]
By providing a platform for achievement and a large social network of teammates, coaches, family members and community groups, Special Olympics makes a measurable difference in the lives of athletes. In fact, at least 80 percent of families in the United States say they have seen improvements in their athletes’ self esteem, self confidence, social skills, friendships and health thanks to their participation in Special Olympics.
 
[Insert quote from a family member talking about the impact on the athlete’s life]
The benefits of participation translate beyond sports, helping athletes to live more independent and rewarding lives. For example, more than half of Special Olympics athletes in the United States hold jobs. While reliable data about the employment status of the general population of adults with ID are not widely available, values as low as 10 percent have been cited— suggesting a strong relationship between Special Olympics participation and the ability to be employed. When people with ID have gainful employment and are contributing members of society, everyone benefits. 
[If possible, insert story, anecdote or quote from an athlete in your country that is employed]

Participation in Special Olympics sports also promotes healthy, active lives among a segment of individuals who are more likely to face obesity and related health problems than the general population. Almost all (98 percent) Special Olympics athletes play at least two sports, and nearly half (48 percent) engage in more than three hours of physical activity per week. 

[If applicable, add National Program growth goals for sports in general]
[For the following initiative sections, delete the ones that are not active in your state. Re-order according to priority level and level of activity] 

Unified Sports
Unified Sports is a groundbreaking initiative where people with and without special needs join together –often for the first time – in relationships of equality, reciprocity and fun. Perhaps more than any other initiative, Unified Sports captures the power of the Special Olympics movement to overcome barriers that separate people. 

In Unified Sports, an equal number of players with and without intellectual disabilities compete on a team together. Athletes and “partners” (athletes without ID) are matched with players of similar ages and ability. Unified Sports are proven to promote meaningful inclusion and acceptance of individuals with ID. In fact, 93 percent of partners say that they gained a better understanding of individuals with ID after playing Unified Sports.  Unified Sports have also been shown to raise the self esteem of all participating athletes, with and without ID. 

[Add details about Unified Sports in your Program, such as where they are played (in schools? Parks & recreation departments?), what sports are played, how many athletes and partners participate in them, etc. This is also a good place to add quotes from athletes and partners about their experiences with Unified Sports.]
[If applicable, add Program growth goals for Unified Sports]
Young Athletes
The Special Olympics Young Athletes program applies cutting-edge research on social, neurological and cognitive development to create play activities for children with special needs, their families and their communities. In [state], Young Athlete programs come to life in [add where Young Athletes is used -- community centers? child care centers? Schools? Homes?] where the joy of play and the therapeutic power of activity not only support the development of children with ID, but also highlight their potential.   
For children with intellectual disabilities ages two through seven, Young Athletes introduces the world of Special Olympics by engaging them in developmentally appropriate play activities. An evaluation of the program indicates this early intervention is working. Teachers and family members of participating children reported substantial gains in childrens’ social and motor skills, adaptive behavior (self care, community, self-sufficiency, etc.), communication and cognitive development. 

Young Athletes welcomes family members of children with intellectual disabilities to the Special Olympics network of support, and helps create a more inclusive society by creating opportunities for children of all intellectual abilities to play together. The curriculum can be used with small groups of young children with and without intellectual disabilities. The exercises are also versatile enough for use at home by individual families. Parents say they use the program as a way for their children with intellectual disability to play together with non-disabled siblings.
[Insert quote from parent or teacher about effectiveness of Young Athletes directly on child or on promoting inclusiveness]
[If applicable, add Program growth goals for Young Athletes]
Special Olympics World Games 
Special Olympics World Games are one of the most powerful venues for communicating to the world the abilities and gifts of people with intellectual disabilities. Every two years, the World Games are broadcast to hundreds of millions of viewers in the host countries and across the globe. The Special Olympics World Games are world-class sporting events featuring intense competition and inspiring performances by athletes. Equally important, the World Games act as a catalyst for growth in Special Olympics sports programs in communities around the world and promote awareness among leaders of all levels of society.
[Insert Program-specific information about participation in World Games. How many athletes has your Program sent over the years? Any inspiring stories related to World Games? Has the Program ever hosted World Games? If so, did any new policies or positive changes result?]

[Optional international information] World Games are a proven tool to trigger positive changes in the treatment and perceptions of people with intellectual disabilities. The 2007 World Summer Games in Shanghai, China, marked a turning point in the country’s attitudes toward people with intellectual disabilities. Chinese government officials once denied that individuals with ID lived in China. Now, as a direct result of winning the rights to host the Special Olympics, Shanghai operates a network of 240 “Sunshine Homes,” which provide vocational training for people with intellectual disabilities. China is now the largest Special Olympics program in the world.
Chinese film director Xie Jin, father of two children with ID, says he burst into tears at the World Games opening ceremony, which featured elaborate dancing, appearances by music producer Quincy Jones, Chinese film star Zhang Ziyi, and cellist Yo-Yo Ma. “What I saw,” Xie Jin says, “was something I never thought would have happened––not in my lifetime.”
Similarly, the 2003 World Summer Games––the largest sporting or cultural event ever held in Ireland–– brought the country together  during the Games and left an indelible mark long after. More than 30,000 people volunteered and nearly 700,000 watched the competitions.  
“The 2003 World Games was one of the best things that ever happened in this country” says Charlie McCreevy, who was then Ireland’s Minister for Finance.

Soon after the Games, the Irish government passed a new Disability Rights Bill, announced a 50 million euro grant for disability services, and introduced a bill to improve education for children with disabilities – illustrating the transformative power of the Special Olympics World Games. 

Healthy Athletes
Special Olympics Healthy Athletes is the world’s largest public health program for people with intellectual disabilities, delivering basic levels of health information and care to hundreds of thousands of people each year. As a sports organization for people with intellectual disabilities, Special Olympics recognizes that helping athletes attain overall, long-term physical health is an integral part of our mission. Healthy Athletes also provides:

· A leading clinical education program for healthcare practitioners

· The world’s most robust data collection capability on the health of people with intellectual disabilities

· A powerful platform for highlighting the gap in healthcare for individuals with intellectual disabilities among policy leaders and healthcare leaders around the world 

At Special Olympics events in [country] and around the world, Healthy Athletes provides athletes with free screenings in several areas—vision, hearing, dental, podiatry, physical therapy and healthy habits—providing free care when possible and making referrals to local practitioners when appropriate. [add country-specific information such as number of screenings completed]

[Story, quote or anecdote illustrating the power of Healthy Athletes in your country]

Services are provided by health care professionals who volunteer their time and talents to benefit this medically under-served population. Health care volunteers walk away with a first-hand understanding of the disparities faced by Special Olympics athletes. On a personal level, Healthy Athletes volunteers come to challenge their own perceptions about people with ID. 
“I can’t even begin to put into words the great impact these few days at a World Games competition made on my life,” says one volunteer. “There is no way a health care professional can listen to a Special Olympics athlete speak of the glaring inequities they’ve experienced in health care, and refuse to treat them. I made a promise to them and to myself that I would devote party of my career to serving this population.” [or substitute with a quote from a local volunteer]
Beyond screenings, Healthy Athletes trains health care professionals about the needs and care of people with intellectual disabilities; collects, analyzes and disseminates data on the health status and needs of people with ID; and advocates for improved health policies and programs for people with ID.  

As a result, Healthy Athletes has reached people far beyond those who directly participate in Special Olympics. For example, Healthy Athletes was instrumental in improving dental education standards in the United States. U.S. dental students are now required to complete competency training in the diagnosis and treatment of people with intellectual disabilities. [if applicable, policy changes or other governmental action in your country  catalyzed by Healthy Athletes]
[If applicable, add Program growth goals for Healthy Athletes]
What We Do: Create Communities of Support
[In this section, you can leave the general text as-is, or create a country-specific version using a real community as an example]

The Special Olympics model can be replicated anywhere in the world, creating communities of support everywhere it goes. In Special Olympics, a small investment in a soccer ball and some goal markers is leveraged with human capital. A coach is recruited from the community to teach sports skills to athletes and to guide the team. Doctors volunteer to provide entrance physicals and other health screenings. Other community members are recruited to referee, keep score, provide refreshments, and transport athletes. Families come together to assist with sports activities, and their involvement transforms into an ongoing family network of support. 
Over time, other community players join the movement. Law enforcement officials run marathons to raise money to support training and competition events, organizations send their employees to volunteer, and local companies sponsor events. Stories about athlete achievements and data about the health disparities faced by athletes are highlighted to garner financial and public policy support from federal, state, and local governments.
In this way, Special Olympics moves beyond a game of soccer cobbled together on a field behind a school. It becomes a vehicle for bringing community members together, for changing attitudes, and for giving individuals a chance to achieve and succeed both on and beyond the playing field. One at a time, communities around the world are experiencing this transformation, adding up to monumental changes.  
Family Networks
In [country] and all over the world, Special Olympics sport fields attract not only athletes of all ages but also their families, friends and neighbors. For Special Olympics families, this unique vehicle for connection often comes amid the heartbreak of isolation and rejection. Special Olympics provides a positive venue for families to become part of a caring community, and to become involved in the movement.  
[quote from family member]
Research indicates that just watching their children participate in Special Olympics benefits parents. Parents who frequently attend their children’s competitions report less child-related stress than those who attend less frequently. 
  During competitions, parents have a chance to witness their children’s capabilities and feel pride in their accomplishments. More than two-thirds of parents report that Special Olympics helped raise their expectations for their sons and daughters.  Brothers and sisters feel the impact of Special Olympics too: 75 percent of siblings say that Special Olympics has had a positive impact on their families and on their relationship with their sibling.


Families are vital to the success of Special Olympics [Program name]. Family members [choose activities that are applicable] recruit new athletes, coach teams, transport athletes, raise funds, officiate games, chaperone events and train other volunteers.  They also play the important role of embracing, informing and supporting other families who are new to the organization. Family Support Networks are a formalized way to honor the importance of Special Olympics families, provide support and resources, and empower families to speak and act on behalf of their loved ones, others with ID and the Special Olympics movement.
[If applicable, add Program growth goals for Family Support Networks]
Schools and Youth Outreach
Among the greatest values of the Special Olympics movement is its power to change attitudes of people who are fearful of, or misunderstand people with special needs. This power is most effective in schools, among young people who have the potential to form an acceptance of people with intellectual disabilities that can last throughout their lives. Special Olympics’ outreach to schools and youth is an effort to engage people up to age 21 in positive, healthy, joyful experiences with their peers with intellectual disabilities. By engaging youth without intellectual disabilities, we are shaping future generations of tolerance and acceptance for all people. 

Yet, there is much to be done. According to a study of youth attitudes in the United States, less than 30 percent of students say that would speak to a person with an intellectual disability. Less than 40 percent would invite a student with ID to go out with friends, come over to their house, or go to a movie together. Nearly 70 percent of the public thinks students with ID should attend special schools.
 
To help change these attitudes, [Describe your Program’s schools and youth outreach strategy. How many schools are you in? What activities are offered in schools? How else do you engage young people without intellectual disabilities? 
[If your youth strategy includes SO Get Into It and/or Project UNIFY, pull from the following general paragraphs, using quotes from local youth when possible]

Schools in more than 65 countries around the world use the Special Olympics Get Into It curriculum. The program, available free of charge to schools, introduces students without intellectual disabilities to Special Olympics, and encourages them to become part of the movement. SO Get Into It has been translated into 19 languages and has reached more than 2 million students without intellectual disabilities. 
Project UNIFY is a new, school-based program in the United States that will help Special Olympics become a leading cause among youth and develop the next generation of Special Olympics leaders. Project UNIFY builds and strengthens partnerships between local Special Olympics Programs and participating schools to create “Project UNIFY Schools.” Each partnership is customized to the school, designed to maximize inclusion of peers with ID. For example, one Project UNIFY School may choose to create a Unified Sports program, in which students with and without intellectual disabilities compete together on a team. Or, an elementary school might partner with its local Special Olympics Program to offer Young Athletes, where children of all levels of intellectual ability can play together
Project UNIFY seeks to create a legion of young people who are leaders in their communities for Special Olympics and advocates for people with intellectual disabilities. Young people like Soeren Palumbo, who at the age of 18 gave an eye-opening speech against the word “retard” at his high school and became a leader in the global movement to eliminate the use of the word, using the Internet and social networking. Palumbo, inspired by a sister who has an intellectual disability, is now taking that conversation to the campus of Notre Dame University, launching a global university-based volunteerism, advocacy and fundraising initiative called “SO College.”
[If applicable, add Program growth goals for Schools and Youth Outreach]

Athlete Leadership Programs
The belief that individuals with intellectual disabilities should be seen as centers of vision, energy and value – rather than primarily as needy or vulnerable – sets the Special Olympics movement apart in its field. Special Olympics puts this belief into action. For example, every accredited Special Olympics Program is required to have an athlete on its board of directors, and athletes design the Special Olympics codes of conduct.
To formerly channel the often overlooked value of people with ID, Special Olympics has created Athlete Leadership Programs, which train athletes to play meaningful roles as public speakers, board members, sport officials, coaches, photographers and more. All Athlete Leadership Programs are designed to create communities of empowerment – not pity – and to offer to people with ID their rightful place as leaders on and off the playing field.  By participating in the Special Olympics movement as leaders, not just recipients of services, athletes help shape the public’s perceptions about what they can do and gain skills that help them in other areas of life.
[add country-specific quote from an athlete leader and/or story illustrating how participating in ALPs has helped an athlete in another area of life such as employment, home ownership, independent living, giving back to Special Olympics, etc.]
[If applicable, add Program growth goals for Schools and Youth Outreach]
Research & Policy
As the world’s largest sport community for people with intellectual disabilities, Special Olympics has embarked on an ambitious program of research. We invite the world’s best thinkers to assess the quality of Special Olympics programs and their impacts in order to improve them, as well as to highlight the barriers facing Special Olympics athletes and their families.

Special Olympics research has often challenged leaders to take action on behalf of people with ID, with the results being much more than Special Olympics could have accomplished alone.  In 2001, for example, Special Olympics unveiled a comprehensive study of the health status and needs for people with intellectual disabilities. The U.S. Surgeon General used this report as the basis for a national blueprint for closing the gap in health care for people with ID. As a result, President Bush signed the Special Olympics Sport and Empowerment Act into law in 2004. The act included a federal appropriation enabling Special Olympics to extend its Healthy Athletes program to thousands more athletes. 
[If applicable, add information about Program-specific research and policy results. Has your Program helped influence your country’s policies?]
[Optional paragraph] Special Olympics also convenes high-profile Global Policy Summits, in which world leaders in government, health, nongovernmental organizations, sports, academia and business come together to discuss their commitments to people with intellectual disabilities. These commitments are more than just rhetoric. For example, after speaking at the 2007 Special Olympics Global Policy Summit in Shanghai, Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo transferred management of the National Council for the Welfare of Disabled Persons to her own office, in order to strengthen government programs for people with disabilities in the Philippines. 
How We Do It: A Global Movement
Acceptance. Dignity. Courage. From Kansas City, to Kiev, to Kuala Lumpur, the values for which Special Olympics stands are universal, cutting across all sectors of society in all cultures. These universal values have attracted a diverse community of fans to Special Olympics. Our partners are presidents, prime ministers, first ladies, celebrities and Fortune 500 executives. They are joined by civic leaders, professional athletes, teachers, law enforcement officers and millions of others who have taken a stand for dignity, acceptance and the human race. 
[Describe Special Olympics supporters in your state. What high-profile personalities do you count as fans? What about every day people?  How many volunteers do you have? What do volunteers do for your Program? Briefly describe the support you get from law enforcement, from civic organizations, corporations, or other noteworthy fans]
[Optional international paragraphs] Special Olympics is accepted everywhere, regardless of religion or political beliefs. It helps brings hope and positivity to some of the poorest and most war-torn places on earth. Special Olympics athletes from Israel and the Palestinian Authority have competed side-by-side. In a stadium where the Taliban once performed mass public executions, female athletes competed in Afghanistan’s first national games in 2005.The people of East Timor, a nation ravaged by more than 30 years of conflict, rallied around the country’s first and only delegate to the 2007 World Summer Games.
In many developing nations, no specialized infrastructure exists for people with intellectual disabilities.  In these places, Special Olympics is one of the few ways that the challenges of people with intellectual disabilities and their families may gain attention from overburdened governments— and one of the few ways that public awareness of those challenges can be raised in a safe and supportive environment. 

It is often in these places where Special Olympics can have the most impact on the public’s perception. Ross Tebele, director of Special Olympics in Botswana, says because of Special Olympics, parents who have children with intellectual disabilities no longer hide them; they bring them forward to be helped. “The community has moved from the belief that having a disabled child is a curse,” he says. 

Changing Attitudes, Changing the World


Special Olympics is the world’s leading voice in elevating awareness of the needs and abilities of people with intellectual disabilities. For Special Olympics, communications is not a tool to support our mission: Communications is our mission. Sports are at the heart, but our ultimate goal is to use stories of athletes’ achievements, skills and challenges to educate, engage and ultimately change attitudes toward people with intellectual disabilities. 
As one of the most well-known and brands in the world, Special Olympics uses its position to garner awareness and support for issues important to the movement. The integrated marketing campaign, “Be a Fan,” communicates that the mission of Special Olympics is relevant to everyone, not just to people directly touched by intellectual disability.  The messages of “Be a Fan” are distributed through television, radio, in print, and other media, reaching millions of people around the world.  
Special Olympics also encourages the use of proper terminology to talk about people with intellectual disabilities. We are leading a campaign to educate and raise the consciousness of the public to the discriminatory and harmful impact of the use of the “R-word.”   Working with a coalition of organizations, we are working to eliminate the derogative use of the word “retard” (or comparable word in different cultures) from use in everyday speech. We believe that this campaign will help create a more accepting and inclusive world for all people, with and without intellectual disabilities. 

Request for Support 
 [If applicable, include forward looking visions and plans for your Program – in other words, what will donors’ money fund? Borrow language from general call for support below, if applicable] 

As Special Olympics moves into its fifth decade, we are gaining a new understanding of the importance of the movement. In the smiles, in the relationships formed, and in the examples set by the athletes, the world sees a new way of thinking, feeling and acting. In the moments of the Special Olympics experience, the athlete is changed from a person of diminished value to a champion. And in these moments, everyone else is changed too. We are introduced into a more open, joyful, tolerant, accepting and ultimately peaceful world. In a time of war, of economic uncertainty, and of intolerance, the world needs Special Olympics more than ever.  Please join us in changing lives, and in changing the world. 
[OPTIONAL FACT BOX – ] By using sports as a platform, Special Olympics is able to use its grassroots penetration to go where others can not.  Its global reach rivals that of the International Olympic Committee and the United Nations. 


Special Olympics serves nearly 3 million athletes in 180 countries 


Special Olympics athletes compete in more than 30,000 events every year 


Approximately 21 million people close to athletes as family members, coaches, volunteers, health professionals, spectators and community advocates directly benefit from witnessing the power of Special Olympics


Special Olympics is the only organization authorized by the International Olympic Committee to use the word "Olympics" worldwide


The global reach of the Healthy Athletes program makes Special Olympics the largest public health organization for people with intellectual disabilities in the world


During the 2007 Special Olympics World Summer Games in Shanghai, 109 individual athletes’ performances would have matched those in the 2008 Olympics Summer Games in Beijing 








-Special Olympics [National Program name] offers sports training and competition for individuals with intellectual disabilities at all performance levels and degree of disability


-Special Olympics [National Program name] offers X sports and X competitions all year long 


-Athletes compete with others who are at the same performance level


-Most Special Olympics [National Program name] training and competitions are offered at the local level, with certain events qualifying athletes for state, regional and national competitions, building up to the winter and summer World Games held every four years. 


-X, X and X are the most popular sports in Special Olympics [National Program name] 


-Additional fact about sports








In a large study of Special Olympics athletes�:


-30 percent failed hearing tests


-35 percent had untreated vision impairments;


-29 percent of males and 13 percent of females had below normal Bone Mineral Density;


-50 percent had one or more foot diseases or conditions.





-Since 2001, Special Olympics has convened more than 37 national, regional and global Youth Summits involving more than 1,500 youth leaders


-Ministries of Education in 28 countries have endorsed the SO Get Into It curriculum


-Since 2007, volunteer youth leaders for Special Olympics have helped recruit more than new 1,400 volunteers and convinced more than 13,000 people to join the “R-Word” Campaign














“.. To say that the lot of people with intellectual disabilities has improved because of Special Olympics would be a gross understatement. [Eunice] Shriver's movement did nothing less than release an entire population from a prison of ignorance and misunderstanding. It did something else, too—create a cathartic covenant between competitor and fan that is unlike anything else in sport. You watch and what you see is nothing less than a transformation, the passage of someone who has been labeled unfortunate, handicapped, disabled or challenged to something else: athlete.” 


– Sports Illustrated, December 2008
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